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A Study on the Origin and Development
of the Red Gang During the Ch'ing Dynasty

CHUANG CHI-FA

The social economic transitions during the Ming and Ch’ing dynasties
helped to increase the activities of secret societies or underground organi-
zations of the lower classes. With regard to the diversities of their living
environments, patterns of organizations, and leading doctrines, these
societies can be divided into secret religions and secret sects. The Red
Gang has long been believed to be one of the secret sects in southern
China, a by-name of the Tien-ti Sdect, and the orthodox of Ko-lao dect.
Nevertheless, the extant files of the Ch’ing dynasty show that the Red
Gang was a secret Sect developing from the Lo Sect, a secret religion in
northern China. Most of the dockers working on the barges transporting
grain among the provinces crossed by the Great Canal were converted to
Lo Sect. The Grain-Barge Gang was the predecessor of the Red Gang,
which was named as “Gang  after the former. Localism of the dockers
who came from different places as well as incompatibility among those
who were converted at different times resulted in conflicts between the
old gang and the new gang which sometimes led to catastrophic fighting
with arms.

This paper consists of six sections. The introduction briefly surveys
the extant files of the Ch’ing dynasty, touching the historv of the Red
Gang. The following sections are discussions on different legends of the
Red (Gang’s origin, the relationship between the Red Gang and Lo Sect,
the formation of the Red Gang, and regulations of the Ch’ing government
made to guard against the dockers. No anti-Manchurian ideology is em-
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phasized in this study because the Red Gang was nothing more than a

fighting group of the dockers who believed in Lo Sect. The leader of the

gang passed his orders with red chopsticks in the assemMhe during which
all the members stood together. For the sake of identification, their

waists were tied with red bands and their faces painted red. As the emb-

lem of this gang, red also gave it its name. A knowledge of the origin and
development of the Red Gang would help reestablish the authentic history

of secret societies.



